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Welcome
I was worried recently about the lack of rain and my wife having to water 
the vulnerable plants in the garden. Sitting on the veranda it looked back 
breaking work carrying those watering cans around. And then it rained. 
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Alarm Response & Key Holding 
As a professional security company we 
can respond to all your intruder and fire 
alarm activations and non-emergency 
requirements. On call 24/7 to respond 
to alarm activations from as little as 
£1.15 + Vat per day. No more worrying 
about who you are going to get to  
respond to your alarm if you are away. 
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Reputable local company with over 30 years experience in the security industry. 

Home Watch Service 
In conjunction with our successful key 
holding and alarm response service our 
Home Watch Service is a totally  
bespoke security & property service for 
property owners whilst you are home 
or away.100% tailored to your needs. 
From property checks, taking deliveries 
to boiler checks in the winter.   

K9 Security (Guarding) Ltd is an independent Poole based provider of  
key holding, alarm response, bespoke home watch and security services.  
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 K9 SECURITY 

(GUARDING) LTD
F O R  A L L  YO UR  S EC U R I T Y  R E Q UI R E M EN T S

In fact, today, a Sunday in early 
October, it has rained in biblical 
proportions.  For some reason it 
reminded me of the words in the 
Rime of the Ancient Mariner by 
Coleridge. ‘Water water everywhere 
Nor any drop to drink’. 

While sitting on the veranda I also 
worked what would be the cost 
of the water in one of our 250litre 
water butts if you had to fill it from 
the tap. At around £4 per cubic 
metre (including sewerage charge) 
that makes the cost £1 to fill it from 
the tap. Not sure what my point is 
but perhaps a useful fact for the 
next cocktail party you attend! Did 
you know your water costs £4 a 
cubic metre?  I tend to think we 
undervalue our water and just take 
it for granted. When building our 
house we actually had to work out 
our expected water consumption 
and used tables published by various 
water authorities giving the average 
volume of water used in a dishwasher, 
washing machine, shower, bath, toilet 
flush etc. Next time you have a wet 
afternoon have a look yourselves. It 
does make you more conscious of 
how much water you are using.

Anyway after that delightful wander 
through the realities of life, back to 
the Association.

The weather this summer has been 
not bad at all. For those of you 
who have had a ‘staycation’ I hope 
you have enjoyed yourselves and it 
reminds us of how lucky we are to live 
in this area.

The Association is gearing up again in 
terms of monthly meetings which are 
now happening. Unfortunately due 
to problems with finding a venue 
and the possibility of increased Covid 
restrictions the decision has been 
taken to postpone the AGM until next 
year. As soon as we have a date we 
will let know but it will probably be 
around May. 

As always planning continues to play a 
major part in our activities and thanks 
to Dugald Eadie for his unstinting work 
as our planning officer.

How many of you look at our website 
Pines and Chines? We are rightfully 
proud of it and it provides news from 
the local area as well as a wealth of 
archived material.

Can I just thank again those who have 
sent me contributions for this addition 
of our magazine  It was interesting to 
hear of Paul Fearnley’s meeting with 
Lord Ventry and thanks to Dorset 
Wildlife for sending me an article 
about their work on Brownsea Island. 
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Do enjoy the magazine and, again, 
can I ask if any of you have articles of 
interest, please send them to me and 
I will publish them. It is always good to 
hear what people are, or have been, 
up to (providing it is legal and the 
articles are not libellous!)

A very Happy Christmas to one and  
all and all the best for 2022.

John Gunton
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
I am pleased to report that the 
first regular monthly meeting of 
the Association, since the start 
of the pandemic, was held on 08 
September 2021.   

This was a lively and well 
attended meeting and I am most 
grateful to Dugald Eadie for 
chairing this meeting. 

The Association plans to 
continue its regular pattern of 
monthly meetings on the second 
Wednesday each month from 
now on.

The Association currently has 
vacancies for a Chair and Vice-
Chair.  I did not anticipate, when 
I stepped down as Chairman in 
April 2016, that I would be as 
busy as I have been this past  
year, as the Association seeks to 
find volunteers these important 
roles.

I find it hard to believe that 
amongst 2,500 members, 
there is nobody sufficiently 
concerned about the future of 
the Association and our local 
environment, not to “have a go”.

I am therefore appealing for 
nominations to fill the posts. 

In the absence of any volunteers, 
it will be that much more difficult 
for those remaining to fulfil 
the objects of the Association. 
Please, if you are prepared to 
assist in any way, or you would 
like to know more about the 
tasks involved, please give me a 
ring on 01202 751553. The same 

Welcome to the Winter edition of the Association’s magazine.

applies if you think you know 
of someone else who may be 
prepared to help, if asked.

In the meantime, I remain 
grateful to the other members of 
our Executive Committee, 

• Roger Allen, who is   
 responsible for our Magazine  
 Advertising and leads his loyal  
 band of helpers, to look after  
 the Sunken Garden at Pinecliff  
 Gardens

• Dugald Eadie, our Planning   
 Officer

• Jackie Heap, our Treasurer and  
 is currently doubling up as our  
 Membership Secretary,  
 although the Association is  
 hoping that we might have  
 found a volunteer to take over  
 this role

• Vicky Moss, our Special 
 Projects Co-ordinator, who  
 has been active in seeking a  
 contribution from the   
 Council’s Community   
 Infrastructure Levy  
 for contributions to benefit  
 areas within the Branksome  
 Park area and promote Road  
 Safety issues

• John Gunton, our Magazine  
 Editor, who has been serving  
 in this role since 2002 but has  
 been a Road Warden since  
 1994.

• Carol Parkin, our Honorary  
 Secretary. who has been  
 serving in this role since 2010

The aim and object of 
the association
The aim of the Association 
is to protect the interests of 
residents, and to investigate on 
their behalf any aspects which 
could be detrimental to private 
properties or public services.  

The Association endeavours 
at all times to maintain good 
relationships with the Poole 
Borough Council and to bring 
to their notice all matters 
which adversely affect the 
amenities of the whole of the 
District. 

It also submits 
recommendations to the 
Council concerning any plans, 

developments or financial 
matters which would improve 
the Environment, Community, 
Safety, Amenity and Cost 
Effectiveness of the area and 
the residents’ quality of life.

The Association is a member 
of the National Organisation 
of Residents’ Associations and 
the Campaign to Protect Rural 
England.

The minimum Annual 
Subscription is £5.00 per 
member (or couple).  There is 
a special bulk subscription rate 
of £3 per flat for apartment 
blocks.

I set out opposite the Aims 
and Objects of the Association. 
For example, from time to 
time, we receive reports from 
residents concerning Planning 
Enforcement, Tree Preservation 
Orders/Tree replacements which 
are passed on to the appropriate 
BCP Council Department for 
attention.

John Sprackling
President

Treasurer’s Report 
Our financial position continues to 
be in good order and I am pleased 
to report that as at 31st August 
2021 our bank balance stands at 
£41,254.74.

Our income is broadly in line with 
expectation with all of the 2021 
bulk membership scheme fees 
are now paid.  Unfortunately, 
some household membership 
fees remain unpaid although I am 
hopeful that membership fees 
will be collected when the Winter 
magazine is delivered by our 
Wardens in October.  

As always, I would be very grateful  
if members who currently pay  
their subscription by cheque or 
cash consider alternative ways 
of paying. We offer a number of 

ways to pay, you can complete the 
standing order mandate which 
appears in the magazine, set up 
your own standing order using 
online banking, pay directly to  
the associations bank account 
or use the PayPal facility on the 
website. 

 I would remind all members that 
we now update our membership 
list annually removing all members 
who haven’t paid for two years. 

Expenditure for the year to date 
has been lower than budget 
as we have not incurred costs 
relating to the regular monthly 
and committee meetings.  We 
continue to provide funding for 
the maintenance of the Pinecliff 
Sunken Gardens with the work 

being done by a team of willing 
and hardworking volunteers, led 
by Roger Allen. There will be an 
increase in expenditure in the last 
few months of the year as our 
monthly meetings and AGM make a 
welcome return, the Winter edition 
of the magazine is printed and we 
make our annual donation to the 
Canford Cliffs Village Christmas 
lights. 

Once again, the planned 
development of our website 
has been delayed and we are 
now looking for someone to 
step forward and take on the 
role of Website Manager for the 
Association.  

Jacqueline Heap
Honorary Treasurer
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Planning Report

Our area is still under pressure 
in the key areas of 2 – 6  Burton 
Road and 7 – 15 Lindsay Road.  
As usual, the problem is that 
these areas are within the 
main Conservation Area, but 
there are various proposals to 
demolish existing properties 
and replace them with blocks of 
flats and terraced houses. The 
huge increase in density should 
not be allowed, but of course 
the developers and planning 
consultants use various arguments 
to justify their proposals.

The “precedent” of the McCarthy 
& Stone development at 1-5 
Lindsay Road is an obvious 
example, but there is also an 
underlying presumption that we 
should be allowing more housing 
to be built to meet government 
targets.  I am not convinced that 
building more houses in this 
area will do much to help the 
national shortage.  In any case, 
the BCP Council has several plans 
to tackle the issue, and these 
do not include damaging our 
Conservation Area.

At the other end of the scale, 
there are sometimes individual 
proposals by house owners which 
cause distress for neighbours.  
Recently I have had some 
awkward experiences where I 
am approached by a distressed 
neighbour, but then discover that 
the house owner is also a member 
of our Association.  As I have 
noted before, the best thing to 
do is for the neighbours to talk to 
each other before the application 
is made.  Of course there are 
also cases where the proposal 
is blatantly made for financial 
reasons, usually involving site-
splitting or “garden-grabbing”,  
in which case I try to object 
quickly.

Over the last 6 months the planning process has continued, with less 
evidence of serious delays.  

The planning rules are rather 
complicated, and changes are 
made which do not always help.  
My principle, as an amateur in 
this process, is to apply “common 
sense”.  Broadly speaking, many 
of the decisions made by case 
officers and planning inspectors 
pass my test in this regard.  I 
remain hopeful that the quality 
of our residential area will be 
preserved, while still being 
maintained and improved.

SIGNIFICANT DECISIONS 
ordered by date.

12 Eaton Road.  
APP/21/00339/F 
GRANT   
14 May 2021
This site-splitting proposal was 
a new application, following 
the dismissal of an appeal on 
the previous one.  There is now 
a further application to add 
extra attic accommodation.  It is 
unfortunate that this was allowed 
in the Chester Road Conservation 
Area.

Carisbrooke,  
172 Canford Cliffs Road. 
APP/19/01569/F   
GRANT  
10 June 2021
The BCP Planning Committee 
granted permission on 26 
November 20 for this McCarthy & 
Stone development of 60 assisted 
living/extra care apartments.  
The formal approval has now 
been registered  by the planning 
department.

20 Leicester Road.  
APP/20/00558/F  
DISMISSED ON APPEAL   
2 July 2021    
This was the third attempt to 
build a new house in the garden, 
next to the main road.   This site-

splitting should not be allowed in 
the Conservation Area.  Hopefully 
the plot will eventually be 
returned to its sylvan character.

9 Brudenell Road. 
APP/20/01233/F  
REFUSED  27 July 2021
This site, which is effectively on 
Haven Road, has a history of 
contentious applications.  There is 
already permission for a block of 
8 flats, but this was a proposal for 
a larger building with 9 flats.  The 
application was refused because it 
was too large and too close to the 
neighbours on Haven Road.

2A Martello Park.  
APP/20/01013/F  
APPEAL WITHDRAWN  
5 August 2021
There have been so many 
applications in relation to this 
development that it is difficult 
to know what is actually 
happening.  The latest twist 
was the withdrawal on 5 August 
2021 of the appeal in relation to 
the refused application to add 
another storey to the new block.  
This may mean that the plan is 
to go ahead with the existing 
approved plan, but one can never 
be certain.

9 Western Road.  
APP/21/00771/F   
REFUSED  
26 August 2021   
This plot has a substantial house 
built around 2000, with a rear 
garden which has very good tree 
coverage.  Unusually, there is 
also a rear lane which leads to 
Martello Road South (opposite the 
junction with Ravine Road).  This 
proposal is to build another house 

7

in the rear garden, with access 
using the rear lane.  This has been 
refused, on the basis that this site-
splitting should not be allowed 
in the Conservation Area.  The 
impact on tree coverage is also an 
issue.  

4 Burton Road.  
APP/21/00211/P      
REFUSED 
26 August 2021
This is the third proposal refused 
for this site, this time to replace 
the existing dwelling with a block 
of 13 flats. The first application 
was to demolish the existing 
single house and replace with 5 
houses, with very little space for 
parking, and built quite close to 
the boundaries.  After the refusal, 
a second application was made 
(15 Oct 19) to make changes to 
the existing house and build 3 
new houses in the garden.  This 
was also refused, quite promptly. 
The plot is in the Branksome Park 
Conservation Area, and should 
not be developed in this way. 
Residents of Dover Road are 
particularly concerned, as the plot 
is above their back gardens.  As 
usual, we cannot be sure what will 
happen next.

SIGNIFICANT ISSUES STILL 
OUTSTANDING
2 & 2A Burton Road/ 
22 Balcombe Road.  
APP/19/01224/P 
31 October 2019
As soon as the 30 flats were 
granted permission at 18 to 20B 
Balcombe Road, this new proposal 
appeared for a block of 37 flats.  
This should not be possible, as 
the site is in the Branksome Park 
Conservation Area.  

28 Bury Road. 
APP/20/00900/F   
5 October 2020
This is a proposal to replace a 
tennis court with a detached 
house.  The site already has a 
history of similar attempts, and 
this one would be particularly 
damaging for the house on 

Canford Cliffs Road which backs on 
to it.  There is also concern about 
the impact on the footpath which 
joins Canford Cliffs Road to Bury 
Road.  As this is in a Conservation 
Area, the site-splitting should not 
be allowed.  

Flaghead Cliffs (SE of Cliff Drive).  
APP/19/01265/P    
APPEAL 
9 October 2020
This was a revised proposal for 12 
new Beach Huts, after a previous 
one for more was refused.  It is 
controversial because it is not 
clear how it would affect the 
safety of the cliffs, and they would 
be privately owned, meaning that 
the Council might not be able to 
control the use of the huts.  

Following the refusal of this 
application, an Appeal has now 
been lodged (confirmed on 9 
October 20).  There is some 
evidence that the appeal process 
is in progress.

142 Canford Cliffs Road. 
APP/20/01365/F   
9 December 2020
This site currently has a 
rather attractive “Mock 
Tudor” house called Mount 
Grace.  Unfortunately, this is 
an application to replace it 
with a block of 13 2-bedroom 
apartments.  There is a history of 
proposals for this site, all of which 
have previously been refused.

7-9 Lindsay Road.  
APP/21/00627/F  
22 April 2021
This is a new application by a 
different developer, to replace two 
bungalows with 2 blocks of flats 
(21 apartments) and 7 terraced 
houses.  This would replace two 
dwellings with 28, which does 
seem excessive!  

It is hard to understand how this 
could be granted permission, but 
of course there is the “precedent” 
of the McCarthy & Stone 
development next door at 1-5.

13-15 Lindsay Road.  
APP/21/00710/P   
14 May 2021
Yet another application to 
demolish two bungalows and 
replace with a block of 25 flats.  
Obviously the consequences for 
the owner of 11 Lindsay Road are 
extreme, given the application 
noted above!  

One bizarre feature of the records 
so far is that the BCP Highways 
Authority has complained that 
the proposal has too many 
parking spaces – this represents 
a view of life that is not very 
realistic.  BPCCRA has registered 
an objection, since this stratech of 
road is in the main Conservation 
Area.

6 Burton Road.   
APP/20/00437/P   
APPEAL    
20 July 2021
This application was refused on 
22 April 21, and an appeal has 
now officially started. The existing 
property is a substantial split-level 
house, which seems to be in good 
condition, with some relatively 
recent extensions.  The proposal 
is to demolish it and build a block 
of 12 flats, which should not be 
allowed in the Conservation Area.  
Meanwhile, a new application has 
been made for a revised version of 
the scheme (APP/21/01026/P, 19 
July 2021).

2-4 Leicester Road.  
APP/20/00276/F   
APPEAL   
6 September 2021
This is a proposal to replace three 
bungalows with three blocks of 
flats (37 in total).  It is within the 
Conservation Area, but of course 
is quite close to the McCarthy & 
Stone development in Lindsay 
Road.  One serious problem would 
be the impact on traffic near Penn 
Hill, between the two sets of 
traffic-lights.  This application was 
refused on 4 June 2021, but has 
now gone to appeal.

Dugald Eadie
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The first was an installation 
reflecting my sense of humour. 
Over the years, visitors to our 
‘Open Garden’ will have already 
seen my ‘.jeux d’esprit’ (pretentious 
French for ‘jokes’) and can skip all 
this and turn to something more 
interesting. However, the rest of 
you pay attention, as there may be 
a quiz at the end.

We had beaten down the asking 
price for our bijou bungalow 
unmercifully, using a wildly 
pessimistic surveyor report. So, 
feeling somewhat guilty, we paid 
up for anything they’d left behind 
and wanted to sell us. One item 
was a short wooden ladder, so 

The average suburban plot often has a focal point: the bird-bath or the sundial perhaps. ‘Average’ for Branksome 
Park is somewhat more extensive than that, and this long ‘narrow’ plot (not much more than 100 feet wide) with 
the last third pine-clad hillside gave rather more scope for using more than one focal point’. As I developed the 
garden and the length of woodland paths topped the 500 ft mark, our collection, like Topsy, ‘just growed’.

Sculptures (and other installations)

riddled with woodworm that only 
someone with suicidal tendencies 
would ascend. What to do with an 
unclimbable ladder? The sensible 
answer would have been to dispose 
of it as effectively as possible. My 
solution was to cut it into short 
lengths, cut 45° angles, re-assemble 
it, so it zigzagged heavenward, with 
a white cut out cloud atop. On a 
stand, the piece entitled ‘Stairway 
to Heaven’, subtitle ‘You Can Take 
a Horse to Water. But a Zeppelin 
should be Led.’

Other installations followed in 
due course. First, the tendency 
of cars to shed hubcaps along 
Lindsay Road, and my fevered 

imagination seeing flying saucers 
in their shape, led to me stringing 
up a few and creating a road 
sign. Next, a picture of the head 
of a little green man, under the 
warning triangle, with the notice, 
‘Danger: Low-flying Aliens’ More 
recently, given the ease with which 
polystyrene can be cut and shaped, 
I made a recumbent figure, painted 
bronze, entitled ‘Homage à Henry 
Moore(French for ‘cheap rip-off)’.

We visited the Chelsea Flower Show 
year on year. We were enthralled to 
see David Goode goblins peeping 
out from the undergrowth in one of 
the small gardens. You see all sorts 
of beautiful things at Chelsea and 

thought no more of it. Until we saw 
his work advertised in The Garden’ 
and decided that we, and our new 
garden, deserved this, the best, We 
went to his studio in Oxford and 
made our choice. These are not. 
I hasten to add, gnomes, for, to 
quote my doggerel: ‘The RHS has a 
ruling, which/ Regards the gnome 
as rather kitsch.’

So our first sculptures were two 
bronzes, ‘Mischief’ I installed 
on a Road to Nowhere, or 
more prosaically a crazy paving 
path leading downwards into a 
shrubbery, with a stone circle at the 
end. He is sitting on a flowerpot, 
holding another, which is his 
hat, contemplating with delight 
an inchworm looping along his 
elongated finger. And ‘Isabel’s 
Goblin’ seated, open-armed and 
laughing, needed a branch to sit 
on. At first, on a birch that died, 
then he moved up to the crook of 
a pine further up the hill, which 
was too high for him to be seen. 
His final perch was on a branch of a 
strawberry tree, right at the top of 
the hill at eye level. So, though we 
paid cash for him, he has been on 
‘higher perches.’

Much later, going round gardens 
in West Sussex, we caught an 

exhibition of sculpture by ‘Surrey 
Sculptors’ We were particularly 
taken by an abstract, ‘Woodland 
Spirit’ and felt if just right for our 
particular fragment of woodland. 
They then exhibited year on year 
at Wisley gardens, and we enjoyed 
seeing their work in that idyllic 
setting and judiciously added 
to our collection when we saw 
something that felt right for our 
garden. Our last purchase together 
was of ‘Paddy’. A realistic iron resin 
sculpture of a dog captured our 
memories from childhood and 
teens of a family pet. Paddy was a 
cross between the Dulux dog and 
‘Boot’ of ‘The Perishers’. He now 
sits by our pond, with a slightly 
hangdog look, as though he has 
just been in and knows he really 
shouldn’t have.

The pandemic closed Wisley 
gardens, and of course, the 
annual sculpture exhibition was 
cancelled. Naturally, therefore, 
I was pretty excited to get in my 
inbox their ‘Virtual Exhibition’. 
Artists must have felt the impact of 
lockdown commercially, much as 
the hospitality industry has. So, on 

the same basis as ‘Eat Out to Help 
Out’, I was disposed to look at what 
was on offer and see whether I 
could squeeze another sculpture in 
without overcrowding. In the event, 
I chose three.

‘Red Kite’ was in silver, a six-foot 
stainless steel wingspan which I 
could see flying low against the 
dark backdrop of the woodland’s 
edge. Close inspection shows it’s 
cunningly composed of welded 
knives and spoons. A small abstract 
is now guarding the woods’ exit, 
matching the same sculptor’s larger 
piece at the entrance. A sizeable 
mature rhododendron died on 
me. The big gap left was filled by 
the third sculpture, a female torso. 
The convoluted stump of the 
rhododendron, upended, made 
a plinth that reflected the twisted 
torso above.

Now there are over twenty pieces, 
each with its own story. These are 
just some selected highlights. No 
quiz, but I hope you enjoyed this 
sculpture stroll

David Reeves
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Greenacres is the place to be! 

As indicated in the previous 
magazine there was a change in 
administration at BCP Council 
back in October 2020 and since 
then, much work has happened. 
We were keen to not see a repeat 
of the chaos over the summer 
season and set to work on a plan 
to deal with various different 
scenarios over the holiday 
period. We saw on some days 
our population nearly double 
from the number of visitors to 
our award-winning beaches. 
While there were still some issues 
with inconsiderate parking and 
traffic congestion, there were 
significantly less complaints about 
toilet facilities as well as litter. 

In conjunction with Dorset Police, 
there were operations in place to 
tackle anti-social behaviour. Most 
notably, Operation Sandman went 
off to a very busy start with the 
gathering of younger people at 
the start of the Easter weekend. 
The police were on hand to 
diffuse the situation before it 
became more difficult to control. 
Similar gatherings throughout the 
season have also been dispersed 
by the police with quite a volume 
of alcohol confiscated and 
disposed of in the process. 

Another project that was 
successfully complete was the 
cliff stabilisation project along 
Cliff Drive. This was on budget 
and on time. If you are wondering 
why sections of the green space 
have been fenced off, it is to allow 
the rare grasses that grow there 
to regenerate. It is fair to say I had 
a lesson on this from the council’s 
biodiversity officer on these lesser 
spotted species. Several area 

experienced flash flooding during 
the torrential rains in July. Our 
council flood management team 
worked flat out to restore order. 
As part of this it was discovered 
that some gutters were blocked 
or partially blocked. Most have 
now been dealt with. If you do 
experience flooding issues, please 
contact flooding@bcpcouncil.gov.
uk or report it via https://www.
bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Roads-and-
transport/Maintaining-our-roads/
Extreme-weather/Flooding.aspx. 

Our latest campaign is our 
Cleaner, Greener, Safer initiative 
to bring back a level of pride to 
our town centres. We are working 
in conjunction with Poole BID 
to run a pilot to make it cleaner, 
repaint lamp posts, deal with 
fly tipping, remove graffiti from 
public property and improve the 
atmosphere to make the town a 
more attractive place for visitors, 
local or from a far. Our fly-tipping 
pilot through WISE (https://
wasteenforcement.co.uk/), who 
specialise in environmental 
crime investigations, started 
at the end of August. So far, 

Our Councillors’ Corner

several penalty notices have 
been issues and many businesses 
have been visited to advise on 
how they need to manage their 
waste. It has indeed been a busy 
start for our partner with the 
bonus that it is at virtually NIL 
cost to the council and our tax 
payers.  If you see fly-tipping 
please report it to community.
enforcement@bcpcouncil.gov.uk. 
More information on our Cleaner, 
Greener, Safe campaign can be 
found on https://democracy.
bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/
s28728/Cleaner%20Greener%20
Safer%20Programme.pdf

It has been a busy few months, 
and it is hoped that things will 
slowly get back to a new normal 
post lockdown. We continue 
to work with your association 
on planning matters and other 
issues that are of concern to your 
members. 

Councillor May Haines 
(May.Haines@bcpcouncil.gov.uk)

Councillor Mohan Iyengar 
(Mohan.Iyengar@bcpcouncil.gov.uk)

Summer Roundup – Cllr May Haines
Trilled the theme music 
of the 60s US sitcom.  But 
every Tuesday lunchtime, 
St Aldhelm’s Church is the 
place to be right here in 
Branksome! All are welcome 
to the free weekly musical 
recital.  And everyone 
is invited to lunch for a 
modest charge.  Thanks to 
the marvellous work of the 
church impresario, Ray, a 
whole range of musicians 
come along to entertain and 
enthral those who gather.  

This year concerts have 
included organ recitals, a 
selection of jazz classics on 
saxophone and piano, songs 
from a professional soprano 
and a magnificently mellow 
set from the Bournemouth 
Male Voice Choir.  The 
concerts will continue on 
Tuesdays from 1.10-1.50pm 
until the end of November, 
and you are warmly invited.  
There is an opportunity 
to contribute to a retiring 
collection at the end of the 
recital, which will be shared 
between the performers 
and the church.  But come 
along at 12.30 if you would 
like to enjoy our light lunch.  
Choose from a selection of 
toasted panini, filled rolls 
and delicious cake.  We also 
offer tea, coffee and fruit 
juice and our prices are good 
value.  At the same time, do 
not feel under any obligation 
to purchase refreshments as 
everyone is welcome!

St Aldhelm’s Church is a 
building, and a gathering 
place for all the community 
and the doors are usually 
open for visitors between 
8 and 5.30.  The weekly 
recitals are just one way in 
which we welcome people.  
You will also find beautiful 
architecture, space to pray, 
reflect or be still, and a sense 
of peace.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are all, alas, still reeling 
from the effects of the 
pandemic.  So at the church, 
we are setting aside Thursday 
4 November for:
After the storm?  A day to 
reflect on the pandemic, 
to remember and look 
forward.

You are invited to visit that 
day, or the following week, 
to look at our reflection 
displays.  They may help you 
remember special people 
who have died; those whose 
funerals you may have had 
to miss; and the occasions 
that were not celebrated.  
There will be an opportunity 
to reflect on the loneliness 
that many of us experienced 
or the sense of being 
overwhelmed by anxiety or 
overwork.  

Pause also to give thanks to 
the keyworkers and helpers.  
We are planning a series of 
activities during the day on 
the 4th - including an hour 
of silence from 9 am and a 
chance to chat over a cuppa 
at 3 pm - but anyone can drop 
by at any time.  The church 
will be open until 8 pm that 
evening.

Contact Sam at the church 
office for more information 
on 01202 764420 or office@
st-aldhelm.com 

Rona Orme,  
Licensed Lay Minister,  
St Aldhelm’s Church 



Probus Club 
of Parkstone

The origins of Probus are closely 
linked with two community-based 
social clubs in the 1960’s. In 1965 
one was formed by the Rotary 
Club of Welwyn Garden City whilst 
another by the Rotary Club of 
Caterham a year later in 1966.  It 
is suggested that the name Probus 
is derived from the first three 
letters of the words “professional” 
and “business”. An alternative 
suggestion is that it is from a Latin 
word meaning honest or virtuous 
from which the word “probity” is 
derived.

The sole object of the clubs is 
to provide a meeting place for 
retired or semi-retired professional 
and business men, particularly 
for those who would appreciate 
and value, in their retirement, 
increased social contacts and the 
opportunity to meet others in 
similar circumstances.

There is no national or international 
body and each Club, being entirely 
autonomous, can have its own 
constitution and rules.  Once a 
Club is formed, the management 
is left entirely in the hands of its 
members.  Even so, Clubs have 
been established throughout the 
U.K. as well as  other parts of the 
world particularly Australia, New 
Zealand, South Africa and Canada 
making a total of over 4,000 Probus 

The pandemic which has so 
blighted our lives perhaps helps 
to reinforce the value we have 
for regular social contact.  This 
is where organisations, such 
as Probus can help to play a 
significant part in maintaining our 
mental health.

Clubs worldwide. There are also 
many Ladies Probus clubs.

However there is a quarterly 
Probus magazine which is produced 
free of charge for all Probus Clubs.  
It gives news and accounts of the 
activities from number of Probus 
Clubs  and includes a Probus Global 
Newsletter.

The Probus Club of Parkstone was 
formed by members of the local 
Rotary in 1979 at a meeting held at 
the Halfway Hotel with 16 potential 
members attending.  As is not 
unusual, not all were in agreement 
and four of the attendees wished to 
form a club of their own in Canford 
Cliffs.  The remaining 12 members 
successfully formed the Probus 
Club of Parkstone as we have it 
today.  Initially meetings were held 
at the Halfway Hotel and later at 
the Inglewood Hotel.

Today the Club is fortunate in being 
able meet at the Riviera Hotel, 
Burnaby Road. There is ample 
accommodation in the lounge for 
social chatter, a separate room 
for the talk and a well established 
restaurant for lunch.

Over the years there have been 
many speakers talking on a wide 

variety of topics.  A few examples  
are, “150 Years of the London 
Underground” (Steve Roberts); 
“The Dorset Victoria Crosses” 
(Kevin Patience); and “My Family 
and Other Setbacks” (Mel Rees). 
Whilst interesting topics for the 
immediate future are, “Siberia” 
(Adrian Penna); “The Life and Times 
of Dylan Thomas” (Brian Sutton) 
and “Romance and Scandal in 
Bournemouth” (Hattie Miles).  

In addition the Club has two 
sub-sections.  The first is the 
opportunity for the widows of past 
members to meet on a monthly 
basis for a meal and social chatter.  
Similarly, those of our members 
who are widowed, meet regularly 
at a suitable hostelry for a monthly 
meal and exchange of news. They 
are suitably named “The Lone 
Rangers”.

The meetings for the Probus Club 
of Parkstone are held on the third 
Tuesday of the month (except in 
August) at the Riviera Hotel starting 
with coffee from 10.30am.  We are 
always pleased to welcome new 
members so give us a try and just 
‘phone the Secretary David Walder 
on 01202 701898

Tony Kellaway
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Our award winning team covers all aspects of 
block and estate property management across the 
South West of England providing a professional, yet 
personal, approach.

info@splmanagement.co.uk     ı    www.splmanagement.co.uk     ı    01202 555560

Established in 
2009 and covering 

Bournemouth, Poole 
and the local area

Responsive 
in-house 

maintenance 
team

Residential 
Leasehold Property 

Management 
Specialists

Online portal for 
all clients giving 

immediate access 
to information

Members of 
the Association 
of Residential 

Managing Agents 
(ARMA)

Specialist 
property 

management 
accounting 

software

Designated and 
secure bank 

accounts for each 
property

Honest and 
transparent 
approach

Accredited by:

Contact us today to discuss the management of your property

Managing leasehold 
property since 2009



Community Speed Watch opens new monitoring 
point in The Avenue – Awareness remains key!
With Covid lockdowns now behind 
us, at least for the present, the 
Branksome Park CSW team has 
been active over the summer, 
operating at several sites in the 
Ward.    CSW Coordinator – Roy 
Pointer says the growth in traffic 
since lockdown has been massive 
as people come out of ‘hibernation, 
and many more visitors have come 
to the area as part of a ‘staycation’.   
It also seems that speeds have 
increased, with many more vehicles 
reported per monitoring session 
than before the pandemic started.

One of the busiest and dangerous 
roads in the Ward is The Avenue.  
Even during off-peak periods, up 
to 700 vehicles, an hour can use 
this road.  The Police Road Safety 
Unit authorises all our sites, and 
we have recently been given a new 
location at the lower end of The 
Avenue near Buccleugh Road (see 
picture above).  Many residents 
have been concerned about speeds 
in this road, particularly as it falls 
towards Branksome Chine beach.   
We hope our presence from time 
to time will increase the awareness 
of the speed limit in that area.

Our aim remains not to report 
as many drivers as possible but 
to remind drivers that the Ward 
contains several roads that may 
look quiet but are heavily used 
and dangerous at certain times.  
Following our reports, speeding 
drivers are sent a reminder letter 
from the Police.  Awareness 
remains the key!

Whilst we have a pool of volunteers 
supporting our monitoring, we 
should welcome a few more people 

to spread the load across the team.   
It means about two hour-long 
sessions per month during the 
working week.   If you would like 
to help, please let us know via the 
Association website.

The Association is also active on 
the road safety front. It has been 
in touch with Martin Baker, the 
BCP Road Safety Officer, to find 
out what the Council does with 
data from Community Speed 
Watch sorties, such as speeds and 
volumes of traffic travelling along 
our roads.

Martin Baker’s reply… to follow…

We have asked the BCP Council to 
help promote Community Speed 
Watch alongside Dorset Roadsafe 
so that more of the population 
better understands what’s going 
on if they see a CSW team with a 
radar pointed at them and what to 
expect if they were speeding.
We continue to flag up with the 
Council that the road conditions 

make it virtually impossible to cross 
the road unless you can sprint, 
which is particularly treacherous 
for older people. So we very much 
welcome the New Highway Code 
rule that expects cars to prioritise 
pedestrians waiting to cross the 
road. The Government will provide 
more information on this once it 
has gone through parliament.

We understand the BCP Road 
Safety Budget constraints, and 
there are over 250 sites needing 
road safety inventions. We are on 
a long waiting list for the essential 
infrastructure the area needs for 
pedestrian safety, especially at The 
Avenue crossroads and along the 
public footpaths that run through 
the Chines down to the beach. 
Finally, we live in the hope that no 
one else dies on these roads, that 
one day drivers will realise what 
it’s like to be a pedestrian round 
here and to be more aware of their 
speeds!

Vicky Moss and Roy Pointer
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Worth a smile

Why should you never trust 
stairs?
They’re always up to something.

When does a joke become a 
‘dad’ joke?
When it becomes apparent.

How do you measure a snake?
In inches—they don’t have feet.

What does a house wear?
Address!

Why is Peter Pan always flying?
Because he Neverlands. (I love 
this joke because it never grows 
old.)

I took the shell off of my racing 
snail, thinking it would make him 
faster.
But if anything, it made him more 
sluggish

You know, it was so cold the other 
day, I saw a politician with his 
hands in his own pockets.

Did you hear about the cheese 
factory that exploded in France?
There was nothing left but de 
Brie.
I tried to win a suntanning 
competition.
But all I got was bronze.

A British man started a locksmith 
service in July 2020. He named it 
Surelock Homes.

Why are Sundays stronger than 
Wednesdays?
Because Wednesday is a week-
day.

A boy asks his father, “Dad, 
are bugs good to eat?” “That’s 
disgusting. Don’t talk about things 
like that over dinner,” the dad 
replies. After dinner the father 
asks, “Now, son, what did you 
want to ask me?” “Oh, nothing,” 
the boy says. “There was a bug in 
your soup, but now it’s gone.”

A police officer attempts to stop 
a car for speeding and the guy 
gradually increases his speed 
until he’s topping 100 mph. The 
man eventually realizes he can’t 
escape and finally pulls over. 
The cop approaches the car and 
says, “It’s been a long day and my 
shift is almost over, so if you can 
give me a good excuse for your 
behaviour, I’ll let you go.” The guy 
thinks for a few seconds and then 
says, “My wife ran away with a 
cop about a week ago. I thought 
you might be that officer trying to 
give her back!”
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There was an elderly couple 
who in their old age noticed 
that they were getting a lot 
more forgetful, so they decided 
to go to the doctor. The doctor 
told them that they should 
start writing things down, so 
they don’t forget. They went 
home and the old lady told her 
husband to get her a bowl of 
ice cream. “You might want 
to write it down,” she said. 
The husband said, “No, I can 
remember that you want a 
bowl of ice cream.” She then 
told her husband she wanted a 
bowl of ice cream with whipped 
cream. “Write it down,” she told 
him, and again he said, “No, no, 
I can remember: you want a 
bowl of ice cream with whipped 
cream.” Then the old lady said 
she wants a bowl of ice cream 
with whipped cream and a 
cherry on top. “Write it down,” 
she told her husband and again 
he said, “No, I got it. You want a 
bowl of ice cream with whipped 
cream and a cherry on top.” So 
he goes to get the ice cream 
and spends an unusually long 
time in the kitchen, over 30 
minutes. He comes out to his 
wife and hands her a plate of 
eggs and bacon. The wife stares 
at the plate for a moment, then 
looks at her husband and asks, 
“Where’s the toast?”

A mom texts, “Hi! Son, what 
does IDK, LY, & TTYL mean?” He 
texts back, “I Don’t Know, Love 
You, & Talk To You Later.” The 
mom texts him, “It’s ok, don’t 
worry about it. I’ll ask your 
sister, love you too.”
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Poole's smartest
seafront venue

R e s t a u r a n t   •   T e r r a c e B a r   •     C a f é

www.branksomebeach.co.uk

Pinecliffe Road, Branksome Chine, Poole  01202 767235
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The Older Drivers Forum made 
a series of very informative live 
webinars presented by experts 
in road safety. Hampshire 
Constabulary Road Safety Team 
runs the Forum, and it aims to 
keep mature motorists on the 
road safer for longer. Links to the 
Webinars are in the October News 
on the Pines and Chines Website.

Rob Heard, a retired Senior 
Road Safety Officer, set up 
The Older Drivers Forum for 
Hampshire Police.  It is a Not For 

September was a month of Road Safety Awareness with ‘The Older 
Drivers Awareness Week’, Project Edward  (Every Day Without  
A Road Death), a national campaign backed by The Government 
and  The Dorset Roadsafe Community Speed Watch Conference  
by Dorset Police. 

Helping Mature Drivers Stay Safe on the Roads 

Profit organisation made up of 
experts in road safety from local 
authorities, charities and other 
Not For Profit organisations  
such as Age UK and the Royal 
Society for the Prevention of 
Accidents.

I first heard about the Older 
Drivers Forum through my 
involvement with Community 
Speed Watch run by Dorset Police 
Roadsafe Team.  The death and 
serious injury rate of those aged 
70 + on UK roads are significantly 
higher than any other age group, 
despite this group being the least 
likely to cause an accident. 

In Dorset KSI (killed/seriously 
injured) rate for over 70s has 
been amongst the worst in the 
country in recent years, although 
fortunately, that figure is starting 
to fall. If you haven’t heard of 
the ‘The Older Drivers Forum’, 
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This year the theme for Project 
Edward was ‘Fit for the Road’ – 
Each of us can help create a road 
environment that is free from 
death or serious injury.

The presentations from 13th- 
17th September 2021 covered:

13th Sept: The risks faced by 
older drivers on the road and 
safe driving tips to help reduce 
them   
In this webinar, the host, Rob 
Heard, talks about the Older 
Drivers Forum and available help 
and support. Then Dr Kit Mitchell 
talks on Older Drivers and risk 
patterns, followed by Graham 
Mylward (an approved driving 
instructor) talking about Safe 
Driving Tips and covering things 
like roundabouts, t-junctions and 
much more. 

Paul White then talks about the 
Hidden Disabilities Sunflower 
organisation. This is then followed 
by a 45 minutes Q&A section to 
the panel on questions asked by 
attendees.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=EbAP29f2vE0

14th Sept: Considering an 
Electric Vehicles? Advice for 
older drivers
In this webinar, we have three 
experts in the field talking about 
Electric vehicle (EV) ownership 
and driving experiences, the 
cost of EV vehicles and charging, 
range anxiety, charging point 
access and battery life. 

The speakers then talk about 
Advanced Driver Assistance 
Systems, their benefits, function 
and advice. A 45 minute Q&A 
section then follows this to 
the panel on questions from 
attendees – Please note the 
information in the webinar is 
accurate as of 14th September 
2021.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DArZdj87hFI

15th Sept: Driving Appraisal and 
Assessments for older drivers.
This webinar featured three 
experts talking on the different 
types of driving appraisals, 
what is available, how they are 
conducted and where to find 
one close to you. The webinar 
then has an expert from a Driving 
Mobility centre talking about 
driving assessments and how 
they work, and what happens in 
them.  At the end of the session, 
you will have sound advice and 
many tips or your reference. 
Nobody can take away your 
licence except the DVLA and The 
Law Courts. Most of the time, the 
instructor will provide help and 
give confidence, such as driving 
around gyratory roundabouts or 
driving on motorways and joining 
slip roads.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4rhvY26dlxs

They can also advise on safety 
equipment such as bubble 
mirrors that can be fitted to your 
wing mirrors to increase vision. 

16th Sept: Understanding 
Notifiable Medical Conditions 
for Driving and Driving with 
Dementia
This webinar had two experts; 
the first will be Professor 
Michael Hornberger, a Dementia 
specialist, talking on the effects 
of dementia on cognition and 
driving in general. We then had 
input on a ‘Notifiable medical 
condition’, how to inform 
the DVLA, and the possible 
consequences. If you wish to 
follow Professor Hornberger, his 
Twitter is @DementiaScience; 
Facebook is /DementiaScience, 
and his website is
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=XA3SYOLYhTQ

	

17th Sept: Dash Cams, should 
everyone have one?
This webinar was co-hosted by 
Valerie Singleton (OBE). We had 
five experts talking during this 
webinar. The first talked about 
what is a dashcam and what is 
available, and how they work. 
Then we had the Police telling 
us how they can use dashcam 
footage from the public to 
prosecute people. 

We then heard from a wife who 
tells us about losing her partner 
when his death was captured 
on a dashcam and subsequently 
helped convict the offending 
driver. We then went through how 
to notify the Police of any footage 
you have and then showed 
different examples and asked for 
opinions of what happened.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=a-UHRGrB5EI

The Dorset Police Roadsafe Team 
is working around the clock 
to affect motorists’ behaviour 
changes, although 2020 saw an 
increase in road accidents across 
the country.

Whatever age we are, we are 
encouraged to book an ‘appraisal’ 
or ‘refresher’ session with a 
driving instructor if it’s been 
several decades since we’ve 
passed our driving test. For older 
drivers, there are especially 
trained driving instructors who 
are trained to be alert to the 
older driver’s needs.  Whatever 
our current age or circumstances, 
sooner or later, all of us are 
affected by ageing, whether that 
be ourselves, ageing parents and 
friends. However, don’t despair – 
help is near! 

Turn over to find out more...

I recommend you check out 
their website and the webinars.  
https://olderdriversforum.com/
webinars/

The webinars were recorded and 
will be of interest to drivers of all 
ages. Their expertise and advice 
are for older drivers on common 
hazards that pose the most 
significant risk of death or  
serious injury and what they  
can do to keep themselves and 
others safe. 

However, the advice is invaluable 
for anyone who passed their 
driving test a while ago!
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Where to go for further guidance on finding  
an approved Assessor for Mature Drivers:

BCP Council - road.safety@bcpcouncil.gov.uk

Graham Mylward  - Senior Consultant at W.O.O.D 
W: www.worldofolderdrivers.com
E: woodbcp@gmail.com
Graham Mylward has been running the Driver Skills Scheme 60+ at 
Hampshire County Council for 12 years and recently moved down 
to Bournemouth, setting up his consultancy for people outside of 
Hampshire. His experience in training, assessing and advising drivers 
of all age groups since 1998 has put him into an ideal place to pass on 
some of the lessons he has learnt about driving in the real world.
 
He believes that we always have something new to learn or understand, 
so he continually strives to improve the service he offers to help people. 
Graham’s speciality in this field has led him to advise others, including 
many professionals, on older drivers’ issues. This has resulted in the 
production of videos for BBC, including for the One Show, BBC Breakfast 
and the BBC stories website. He has also delivered presentations to 
national conferences on his work in this area, including to the national 
Older Road Users Conference arranged by Road Safety GB

W: www.iamroadsmart.com
E: support@iam.org.uk
IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists)RoadSmart is a registered 
charity. Its aim is to improve road safety by helping drivers and 
motorcyclists to increase their knowledge, skills and confidence on the 
road.

W: www.motoringassist.com
GEM Motoring Assist is a leading motoring and road safety association 
with a history stretching back to 1932. It offers advice, has a 24 hour 
GEM breakdown rescue centre and also runs a Road Safety Charity. They 
support national and local Road Safety campaigns and produce free 
motoring advice and road safety leaflets. They are on the Parliamentary 
Advisory Council for Transport and Safety.

T: 0800 559 3636
E: info@drivingmobility.org.uk
You have to be referred by your GP or Health Care Professional.
As a registered charity, Driving Mobility accredits a network of 20 
driving assessment centres covering the whole of the UK. Many with 
outreach facilities, these centres include independent charities and 
NHS centres which offer professional information and assessment so 
disabled and elderly people can gain or retain independence

Vicky, many thanks for updating us on this really important initiative 
Editor

CANFORD CLIFFS • SANDBANKS • BRANKSOME PARK • LOWER PARKSTONE • LILLIPUT

Inspiring views 
local living

info@berkeleys.com  Residential Sales & Lettings
lettings@berkeleys.com www. berkeleys.com  01202 708383

BERKELEYS CANFORD CLIFFS
1-3 Haven Road, Canford Cliffs, Poole, Dorset BH13 7LE   

Tel: 01202 708383

@BerkeleysPoole
/BerkeleysEstateAgents.CanfordCliffs

BERKELEYS ARE THE MOST TRUSTED AND EFFECTIVE SALES AND LETTINGS AGENT FOR 
PREMIUM PROPERTY IN CANFORD CLIFFS, SANDBANKS, BRANKSOME PARK, LOWER 
PARKSTONE AND LILLIPUT. SINCE 1991, WE HAVE SOLD AND LET OVER 2,000 LOCAL 
PROPERTIES VALUED FROM £300,000 TO £9.2M. WITH STRONG DEMAND FOR LOCAL 
PROPERTIES BERKELEYS ARE THE PREMIUM ESTATE AGENT FOR YOUR SALE OR LET.
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NEW2022

DEPARTURE

16 DAY IMMERSIVE TOUR OF

ALASKA
& CANADA
It’s time to put on your cowboy 
hat and immerse yourself in 
the “Greatest Outdoor Show on 
Earth” with this amazing package 
that incorporates a few days at 
the Calgary Stampede, followed 
by a journey aboard the Rocky 
Mountaineer Train through these 
magnificent Rockies and then 
a relaxing journey taking in the 
delights of Alaska aboard a cruise 
with Holland America Line. 

✓ Flights
✓ Transfers
✓ Hotels
✓ Tours  
✓ Calgary
   Stampede
✓ Canadian National 
   Parks Pass 

✓ Goldleaf Experience 
aboard Rocky Mountaineer
(Banff to Vancouver) 

✓ Alaska Cruise 
Holland America
MS Koningsdam

YOUR HOLIDAY INCLUDES

DEPOSIT
SECURES

YOUR
PLACE 

Fred. Olsen Travel Agents 

116 Poole Road Westbourne BH4 9EF

)01202 023931

0944

for your peace of mind

ABTA No. P6848

AVAILABLE TO 
BOOK WITH YOUR 
LOCAL TRAVEL SPECIALISTS

SCAN TO FIND OUT MORE OPEN MON - FRI 9.30AM - 4PM
AND SATURDAYS 10AM - 2PM

fredolsentravelagents.co.uk
Visit our website for all our branches, the latest offers and events

Alaska, The 
Ultimate Train 
Journey & the 
Calgary Stampede 

Available to book with the travel and cruise specialists
Fred. Olsen Travel Agents

16 days departing 9th July 2022

Day 1: Depart UK - Arrive Calgary 
Fly London to Calgary, transfer to Hyatt 
Regency Hotel, Calgary.

Days 2 & 3: The Calgary 
Stampede 
Your two day thrill package starts, so 
put on your cowboy hat as over the next 
two days it’s time to immerse yourself in 
the “Greatest Outdoor Show on Earth”. 
Included is one afternoon ticket to a 
rodeo with gate admission, one evening 
ticket to the Chuckwagon Races and 
Grandstand show with gate admission, as 
well as 2 Skyrides over Stampede Park.

Day 4: Banff National Park 
It is time to leave Calgary and make your 
way to Banff. You will board your motor 
coach in the morning for your transfer 
to Banff with sightseeing along the way. 
Highlights include the Hoodoos rock 
formations, Surprise Corner and the 
Tunnel Mountain Drive. We have also 
organised for a stop at Lake Louise for a 
photo opportunity in front of the lake.  

That evening you will stay at Rimrock 
Resort Hotel located in the heart of the 
Canadian Rockies and Banff National 
Park, the Rimrock Resort Hotel offers 
exceptional views of the Canadian 
Rockies, fine dining, and a luxury spa. 
With unmatched style, decor and superb 
hospitality, the Rimrock Resort Hotel is 
a very special place to visit for a truly 
remarkable experience. 

Day 5: Rocky Mountaineer 
You will be transferred to Rocky 
Mountaineer train station and board the 
Rocky Mountaineer train in Goldleaf to 
begin your journey to Kamloops, located 
in the heart of British Columbia. Your 
journey takes you through a spectacular 
array of scenery as you travel between 
the glacier and snow capped peaks of 
the Canadian Rockies, over mountain 
passes and through remarkable tunnels, 
along rocky lakeshores and across 
the ranchlands of the interior. Today’s 
highlights include the Continental Divide, 
the Spiral Tunnels, the Kicking Horse 

Canyon, Rogers Pass and Craigellachie 
– where the last spike of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway was driven. Breakfast 
and lunch are included onboard. This 
evening you will leave the train to stay at 
a Rocky Mountaineer appointed hotel.

The Calgary Stampede
 
Day 6: Rocky Mountaineer 
Board the Rocky Mountaineer train for 
the final leg of your journey. On today’s 
journey west, you will again see dramatic 
changes in scenery, from the desert-like 
environment of the Interior, through 
winding river canyons and pristine forests, 
to the Coast and Cascade Mountains and 
the lush green fields of the Fraser Valley. 
Highlights include the steep slopes and 
rock sheds along the Thompson River 
and the rushing waters of Hell’s Gate 
in the Fraser Canyon. Breakfast and 
lunch will be served onboard. On arrival 
in Vancouver you will be transferred to 
Fairmont Waterfront Hotel, your base for 
the next few nights. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Day 7: Vancouver 
Enjoy a sightseeing tour of Vancouver 
and the spectacular North Shore with 
breath taking views of the city, ocean 
and surrounding mountains. Highlights 
include Chinatown, Gastown, Granville 
Island, the 137 metre (450 feet) Capilano 
Suspension Bridge and the Grouse 
Mountain Skyride. 
Day 8: Embark cruise 
After breakfast it is time to embark on 
your Alaskan cruise aboard Holland 
America Koningsdam.

Day 9: The Inside Passage 
(Scenic Cruising)

Day 10: Juneau, Alaska 
Juneau is known for its outdoor recreation, 
fresh seafood and fine dining. The city 
itself is pleasant, but the real highlight of 
a visit to Juneau is tracking down some 
wildlife. You can hike up Mount Roberts 
to chance upon wild deer and bald eagles. 
Most sightseeing and whale-watching 
tours head north to Auke Bay—bring a 
good pair of binoculars to get the best 
view of these majestic and surprisingly 
graceful creatures. If you prefer land 
mammals, catch a floatplane to a nearby 
wildlife reserve such as Chichagof or 
Admiralty Island to spy some bears lolling 
around on Alaska cruise excursion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 11: Skagway, Alaska 
At the height of the Klondike Gold Rush, 
the port town of Skagway served as 
the primary gateway to the legendary 
gold fields, and quickly grew into 
Alaska’s largest settlement. It was then 
a raucous frontier hub packed with 
trading posts, saloons and guesthouses. 
As the gold rush faded into the 1900s, 
so did Skagway—but today it has been 
reinvigorated as a gateway for a new 
kind of visitor: those looking to explore 
Alaska’s colourful history, pristine wildlife 
and unrivalled natural beauty.  

Day 12: Glacier Bay (Scenic 
Cruising)

Day 13: Ketchikan, Alaska 
Ketchikan is one of the best spots along 
the Inside Passage to explore the rich 
cultural sights of Native Alaskan nations 
like the Tlingit, Haida and Tsimshian. You 
can see intricately carved totem poles 
at the Totem Heritage Centre and Totem 
Bight State Park, while the attractions of 
Saxman Village just outside of Ketchikan 
offers the chance to see Tlingit culture in 
action, with working carvers and a dance 
show in the clan house.  

Day 14: The Inside Passage 
(Scenic Cruising)

Day 15: Disembark cruise 
Arrive Vancouver where you will 
disembark before being transferred to the 
airport for your overnight flight to London 

Day 15: Arrive London, UK

Rocky Mountaineer

Humpback Whale, Alaska
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Singulars and Plurals 

I can’t remember when I last saw 
“the team is”.  Whether it’s the 
BBC, the Gruniad or the Times, 
they will invariably make the 
team a plural, The players are, 
but the team is.

Our own illustrious Daily Echo 
says the Council are when they 
should write the Council is.   
The councillors are, but the 
Council is.

I’m reminded of when I attended 
a parents evening and stood 
there horrified, listening to the 
geography teacher stumbling 
through his talk about my son’s 
work. The teacher spoke with a 
regional accent, which is OK, but 
his grammar and pronunciation 

Modern technology should eliminate lousy grammar and spelling, but 
the opposite is the case. For example, what used to be called the quality 
press is incapable of differentiating between a singular and a plural. The 
Times and the Telegraph would probably have written that sentence as 
“the quality press are, not is. Newspapers are, but the press is.    

were awful.  I commented on 
my son’s spelling mistakes in 
his written work.  To which he 
informed me that it wasn’t policy 
to correct spelling mistakes 
within a geography essay. 
His job was to mark my son’s 
geographical knowledge, not 
his spelling proficiency (I doubt 
he used that word).  Years later, 
my son, now a very successful 
businessman, discovered he 
has mild dyslexia.  The truth 
of the issue was that many of 
the school teachers in the ‘90s 
couldn’t spell themselves and 
were equally lacking in grammar.  
 
Has the situation changed?  You 
tell me as I no longer attend 
parents evenings. 

Let us consider the Universities; 
not only are they determined to 
stifle debate and deny a voice 
to those that dare to express 
views contrary to their collective 
“wisdom”, but now they have 
branded correct grammar 
and spelling, both elitist and 
racist. Forgive me for saying; I 
thought the job of educational 
establishments was to educate.   
 
Thankfully those elements of our 
society that would have most 
likely suffered from racism and 
elitism produce some of the best 
spoken and articulate citizens 
we have.  Dumbing down our 
language helps no one. 

Roger Allen

Free Twenty’s Plenty Wheelie Bin Stickers
The BPCCRA has bought  
two hundred 350mm x 250mm 
wheelie bin stickers to give away 
to residents in Canford Cliffs 
and Branksome Park who are 
concerned about the speed of 
vehicles on their roads.  

The stickers act as a reminder 
to drivers to lower their speed 
where people are. The stickers 
can only be put on private 
property or wheelie bins not on 
signposts or lampposts. 

As well as reducing stress and 
anxiety in vulnerable people, 

lower speeds on our roads has a 
positive effect all round:
•  crash and casualty reductions, 
•  foundation of local active   
 travel,
•  community connection, 
•  noise reduction, 
•  air quality -significant and 
 substantial reductions in 
 emissions: CO2 lower by 26% 
 and NOx 28% lower on  
 20mph vs 30mph limits.

Please contact Vicky Moss via 
email and she will arrange 
delivery: vickymoss.bpccra@
gmail.com

Limited offer from BPCCRA.  
20s Plenty Wheelie Stickers can 
also be purchased here: 
https://www.20splenty.org/
purchase_wbs

Vicky Moss



My passion for cycling
Once again, our nation seems 
to rush to panic buy essential 
items when confronted by the 
prospect of not having enough. It 
reminds me of when we ran out 
of toilet paper at the beginning 
of the pandemic in March and 
April 2020. However, in a matter 
of weeks, people had calmed 
down, realising that, of course, the 
Covid pandemic did not lead to a 
shortage of toilet paper.

Nevertheless, the fuel shortages 
did lead me to think about what 
would happen if I couldn’t drive 
my car. As a vicar with only a short 
walk to the church, it would not 
significantly impact my daily life in 
terms of work, except, of course, 
with the need to get to funerals 
and crematoriums. 

However, I know many who would 
struggle to get their usual place of 
work, but most could return to the 
lockdown status of working from 
home with its mixed blessings. 
Childcare is, of course, one of the 
significant issues for those with 
school-aged children during the 
pandemic. 

Fortunately for me, all my children 
seem to have developed my 

I write this at a time when many are struggling to find fuel to put in their cars, vans or lorries. 

passion for cycling, with three 
of them now cycling some 2 1/2 
miles to Saint Edward’s school 
each day. My youngest child goes 
to Lilliput School, which is just over 
a mile away. Since the beginning 
of school term in September, we 
have been cycling there almost 
every day, and on Monday, at 
the height of the fuel pandemic, 
I thought it was wise to take the 
car because it was raining initially. 
And yet, my youngest, Barnaby, 
was quite upset at the prospect 
of going in the car. However, he 
soon started to give me excellent 
reasons why it was much better 
to cycle “it’s quicker, you won’t be 
wasting precious petrol dad, there 
is less impact on the environment” 
and “it’s good exercise for you dad 
l, it stops you from getting fat!” He 
was, of course, right, as children so 
often are! 

If we’re open to it, we can 
learn much from our children 
or grandchildren, whether by 
teaching us the latest technology, 
or reminding us of important 
values that we have passed on to 
them, whether deliberately or not!

In the same vein, if you are the 
youngest of four children and you 

see your other brothers cycling 
to school, you wish to follow 
their path. This is why I think 
increasingly as a family develops; 
actually, we watch what others do, 
not just what they say. Our family 
has a passion for cycling that is 
infectious. In the same way, as a 
wise old preacher said the other 
day, “christianity is caught, not 
just taught.” When people hear a 
message from the pulpit, it comes 
with much more integrity and 
meaning if it is also lived out in 
one’s daily walk or cycle to school.

In October, Glasgow will host 
the COP26 climate conference. 
So much will be said and talked 
about, but words without action 
are meaningless. 

So, the challenge for each of 
us is to do what we say and try 
to live lives of integrity in every 
way, enjoying the many blessings 
around us, whether we walk, cycle 
or drive.

Blessings and prayers

Charlie 
Vicar All Saints, Branksome Park
www.allsaintsbh13.church
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info@globacare.co.ukor email the team at
for a quote01202 929349Call us onPut us to the test.

Business ProtectionLife InsuranceHealth Insurance

HOW  CAN WE HELP YOU?

Proud to partner West Hants. Supporting Dorset Air Ambulance & YMCA. Alzheimers society.

Quote Pines when you call 01202 929349 & receive £50 John Lewis
voucher simply by reviewing your policy

When it comes to reviewing your health insurance or
considering a new policy to protect your health - it’s
essential you speak to an expert. Nothing beats the
experience of dealing with a company that really listens
to what you need. we are here to tailor your policy to fit
your lifesyle and circumstances.

We can give peace of mind when you need it most,
we're there every step of the way. From annual reviews,
claim handling, getting the most from your policy benefits
& simplifying the treatment path.

Given the current climate with Covid & the related issues
arising from it, it's apparent now more than ever that our
mental & physical well-being is of the utmost importance.

Why choose Globacare?

We have the knowledge, experience and moral compass
needed to give our clients the best advice on all aspects
of their health insurance needs. 

1. Protect your medical history
2. Increase your cover benefits
3. Reduce your premiums

Our three core principles:

Reviewing your insurance is safe, simple and should be
looked at every 12 months to make sure it is in line with
the rest of the market.

One of the most common misconceptions with the clients,
is that they’ll lose existing medical history if they change
providers, happily this could not be further from the truth.

Why it pays to review your health
insurance

“Globacare have helped save my patient’s significant
sums of money on their medical insurance & have

trusted them with my patients for many years”  
Dr Chris Critoph - Nuffield/BMI Harbour 

“Globacare have helped me with my private
healthcare cover for 3 years now and, in all that

time, they have provided incredible service. I really
value their extensive knowledge and expertise in
what can be a very confusing market. They give

open and honest advice, opinions and
rrecommendations based on my personal and 

amily requirements.”
- Paul Andrews 

“Excellent service from beginning to end.
Also saved us some money, always a bonus!

Everything was explained simply and in a
straight forward fashion.”

- Mrs Boucher 

“Globacare immediately gave an impression of
knowledge & professionalism, so I continued

to listen. They understood my situation
completely and provided measured and useful

advice which I have acted upon. I feel
confident that the advice will be
adadvantageous to my situation.”

- Mrs Dobinson

“Globacare have helped save my patient’s significant
sums of money on their medical insurance & have

trusted them with my patients for many years”  
Dr Chris Critoph - Nuffield/BMI Harbour 

Being one of the leading brokers for private medical insurance, Globacare takes pride in going
above and beyond for all of their clients, assisting them through difficult times, making

sure they are fully supported every step of the way through their claims on the journey to recovery.

Globacare is a local family run firm, with over 15 years
 experience specialising in private medical & life insurance, helping local, national & international

clients.

Health & Life Insurance Experts

info@globacare.co.ukor email the team at
for a quote01202 929349Call us onPut us to the test.

Business ProtectionLife InsuranceHealth Insurance

HOW  CAN WE HELP YOU?

Proud to partner West Hants. Supporting Dorset Air Ambulance & YMCA. Alzheimers society.

We continue to raise funds for the Dorset & Wiltshire Air Ambulance, a cause close to our hearts.
A big thank you for all those who have generously contributed to these worthy causes. At times like these, helping local

charities is imperative to continue their efforts helping others.

Globacare have partnered with the prestigious West Hants Tennis Club
for the past 3 years supporting local talent, the academy,

encouraging tennis in the local community & nationally around
the country.

Once restrictions are lifted we hope to get out into the
local community more so we can put a face to the name

of some of our lof some of our lovely clients and also continue doing
home visits for prospective clients who like to

discuss their options in person.

If you are someone who currently has a private
health plan and would like a free independent

review. Please feel free to arrange
an appointment by calling us on 01202 929349

For those who are not familiar we operate out of an iconic
1920’s Bournemouth building with a rich history.

The Fire station in Wimborne Road, now renamed The Old
Fire House served Winton and the surrounding area
throughout the Second World War and into the 1950s
alongside the Fire Station in Redhill.

PPreviously a dedicated living quarters for firemen and
once home to a local hero Jim Collingborne who tragically
died trying to put out a blaze on the East cliff in 1956.

Although the bravery of its previous inhabitants can never
be emulated, Globacare takes pride in continuing the spirit
of the old building, the old school morals & ethics of helping
others much like its previous occupants.

This isn’t just something This isn’t just something we apply when helping our clients
protecting their health, guiding through claims or providing value
in how their policy operates in future. We continue to take huge pride
in our charity work and sponsorship within the local community and
some of our endeavours include;

YMCA – The Big Sleep Easy - the businesses that have taken part have collectively
raised over £1.5m since 2010.

Our sales Manager Will embarked on running 100 miles spread out over the freezing temperatures of January raising
over £1300 for the Alzheimer & Dementia UK society.



The Branksome Park Pedestrian Gate

Branksome Park is situated partly 
in the parish of Kinson and partly 
in the Tything of Parkstone.

Before Bournemouth was 
founded, the area of heathland 
between Poole and Christchurch 
was a lonely place, and the road 
from Parkstone went through an 
area owned by Patrick Crawford 
Bruce, an “offshoot” of the Bruce 
family of Scotland who owned 
1,005 acres in these parts, much 
of which was planted with Pines 
and other firs.

Part of this, to become known as 
the Branksome Park Estate, was 
sold to Charles W. Packe, Member 
of Parliament for South Leicester, 
about 800 acres in all, and on a 
site near Branksome Chine where 
another building had been in the 
mid 17th Century, he decided to 
have a stone baronial hall built 
on the clifftops overlooking Poole 
Bay. He employed a Scottish 
architect, William Burn, who 
designed it in the Tudor style, 
and it was built between 1851/2 
at a cost of £5000. Charles Packe 
then invited a local architect Mr. 
Christopher Creeke to advise him 
on the layout of the grounds and 
by 1860 a road from the house 
known as Branksome Tower was 
built to join what was then the 
Poole-to-Bournemouth Road near 
the boundary between Dorset 
and Hampshire. At this extremity 
large gates were erected across 
the road, a stone lodge gate 
house was erected on the Poole 
side and between the two a stone 
gateway for pedestrians. Packe 

If you go down to the woods today, yes you may have a surprise if you are new to the area. Near the bowling 
green in Branksome Park residents have expressed curiosity at the building of a stone gateway across the 
woodland path near Leicester Road over recent years, but do you know how important it is to Branksome Park?

also decided to build a wall six 
feet high all around his Estate 
measuring between 6 and 7 miles 
in all. In the summer months, on 
special occasions only, he opened 
the gate for people to travel down 
the mile long avenue bordered 
by rhododendrons to Branksome 
Chine. Charles Packe stayed at 
Branksome Tower for the rest of 
his life and when he died in 1867 
was laid to rest in a mausoleum 
built near the top of Branksome 
Dene Chine, and was later joined 
by his wife Kitty.

In 1871, the estate was bought by 
another “northerner” Mr. Henry 
Bury, who knocked down part of 
the boundary wall and laid out 
roads across Branksome Park. 
The lodge area became known 
as County Gates, and the gates 
themselves were removed.

In 1877, Mr. Bury arranged for 
a church to be built, called All 
Saints, entirely at his expense, 
and this was opened on the 
20th September 1877. Mr. Bury 
decided to have other houses 

30

built on the estate and laid down 
the condition of not more than 
one mansion per acre. The first 
building so erected in 1878 was 
called “Haileybury”.

Mr. Bury linked up the 
“Branksome lakes” and streams 
leading down to the sea. In the 
1890’s main sewerage and street 
lighting was introduced and 
following the death of Mr. Bury, 
Branksome Tower became an 
Hotel, to which over the years 
many famous people came and 
admired the beauty of Branksome 
Park. The Trustees of the Bury 
Estate gave 40 acres surrounding 
the stream to the “Municipal 
Borough Council of Poole” who 
relaid the stream and walk from 
the sea at Branksome Chine, 
up past All Saints church to the 
boundary of Branksome Park with 
Parkstone.

Branksome Tower Hotel was 
“home” for the Pedestrian Gate 
when the lodge at County Gates 
was demolished in 1974 for the 

building of Frizzell House, and 
when later Branksome Tower 
Hotel was itself demolished, the 
developers of the land, Elliott 
Property and Leisure Group, 
advised that they did not want 
the gateway. Poole Council 
declined to “preserve it as it 
would cost £1000”.

The Society of Poole Men’s 
President stated in 1981 “If it is to 
be demolished, then the Society 
would like first crack at removing 
it and finding a new home for 
it, and that it would cost less 
than £1000.” Between July and 
November 1981, Poole Council 
gave permission for it to be re-
erected where it stands today.

On the 2nd November 1981, 
with the help of Uni-Rents, who 
loaned the equipment, twelve 
members of the Society of Poole 
Men demolished the gateway 
after photographing it, drawing it 
and numbering the stones, and 
then removed it to the rear of the 
bowling pavilion.

Since then, despite numerous 
setbacks and delays, the gateway 
has slowly risen and is now 
nearing completion. Not an easy 
task, for we had forgotten one 
vital piece of information. How 
far apart each pillar was at the 
base. When the side walls are 
in place and a suitable plaque 
installed, then we can really advise 
pedestrians to enter the beautiful 
Branksome Park and walk down 
to the sea.

The Pedestrian Gate is probably 
the oldest monument to the 
origins of Branksome Park itself, 
but how many residents are aware 
of it and will care for it in years to 
come?

Brian J. Galpin
Past President Society of Poole 
Men 1979-1982

With acknowledgements to:— 
Adam Stout, Dorset County 
Libraries, Poole & Dorset Herald, 
Evening Echo Bournemouth, Poole 
Historical Trust.

The Society of Poole Men’s 

President stated in 1981  

“If it is to be demolished, 

then the Society would 

like first crack at removing 

it and finding a new 

home for it, and that 

it would cost less than 

£1000.” Between July and 

November 1981, Poole 

Council gave permission for 

it to be re-erected where  

it stands today.
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Chameleon Mind & Body
Hi, I’m Shelley, owner of 
Chameleon Mind & Body. Why 
the name? Because I believe 
that just like the Chameleon, 
‘change is within all of us.’ I love 
working with people - helping 
them take care of their wellbeing 
and achieve their goals, be that 
weekend warrior, athlete, or
anyone simply seeking self-
improvement.

If there’s one thing the past 18 
months have taught us, it’s that 
looking after ourselves and
keeping fit is a must, for all of 
us, for both our mental and 
physical health. Our bodies are 
designed to move, and in doing 
so, we improve flexibility, range 
of movement, balance, strength, 
cardiovascular fitness and our 

state of mind. That’s a lot of 
benefits!

In the 28 years, I’ve been a fitness 
professional, I’ve seen trends 
come and go, and this year, of 
course, there have been changes 
a plenty. I’m noticing a movement 
away from the big gyms to 
smaller boutique and studio-style 
gyms, outdoor sessions, plus a 
return to a more personalised 
touch, especially now we can see 
each other again in person. That 
said, I also think that Zoom or 
online classes are here to stay as 
they suit so many people.  
I still run these myself alongside 
my 1-1 coaching, proof that the 
changes the industry reacted to 
and embraced are here to stay. All 
of this is excellent news as it gives 

us a choice and makes health and 
wellbeing more accessible than 
its ever been. So, is it time to 
dust off those trainers and start 
moving?
 
www.chameleonmindandbody.com

WESTBOURNE
hOmEcaRE
Housekeeping for the Elderly

Over 30 years Homecaring in  
      Bournemouth & Poole areas

We are a complete Homehelp 
Service, mainly to the elderly who 
live between Bournemouth and Poole, 
but also those who may be living by 
themselves or people who are unable 
to undertake daily chores and are in 
need of external assistance.

•  We believe that continuity  
 is vital- you will have the same  
 person visit you each time

•  We carry Full Public Liability 
 Insurance

•  All references of our Staff are  
 DBS checked (police checked)

•  We are Key Holders for many  
 of our elderly Clients around  
 Bournemouth and Poole

Shopping  
Your Homehelp help will help you create a list of items you 
need in your home, go to the appropriate shops around 
Bournemouth and Poole to complete the list , return with the 
goods and put them away for you.

Laundry   
You work out when you wish your Home Help to visit you to 
do a full laundry service- from washing the clothes, tumble 
drying if appropriate, ironing the linen/clothes and arranging 
them in their appropriate places for you.

domeStic cLeaning  
If you live between Bournemouth and Poole, this service 
provides domestic cleaning in the house, spring cleaning, 
preparing a bedroom for visitors/family. You decide how many 
hours you need per week/fortnight/month.

companionShip   
Service mainly for elderly people living between Bournemouth 
and Poole, who either want reassurance that they have 
somebody visiting and spending time with them for as many 
or as few hours as they wish, would like accompanying to 
appointments, collecting pensions, running errands or simply 
someone to have a good natter with.

The type of services that are available

“We endeavour to 
accommodate your  

every domestic need”

01202 768372 / 07710 476245

westbourne.homecare@gmail.com

www.westbourne-homecare.com

For further information please contact 
us and we will be happy to help

Change is within all of us
If you have a gym set up of your own and would like 
coaching on how to get the best out of it, I can offer 
Personal Training in your own home. 

I also have access to a quiet, fully equipped studio 
in Poole. You can find out more about me, my 
qualifications and experience, PT and online classes 
by visiting my website, LinkedIn or Instagram, 
details of which are below. 

If you’d like to chat, please drop me an email, and 
we can arrange a time. Change is within all of us. 
Are you ready to take that first step?

www.chameleonmindandbody.com 
uk.linkedin.com/in/shelleypicken 
@chameleonmindandbody 
Shelley@chameleonmindandbody.com

Change is within all of us
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TRANSPARENT     HONEST    FEES ONLY  

as it should be
giviNg gENuiNE PEAcE OF miNd

HmS Property management Services Limited

•  HMS focuses solely on residential 
 apartment properties and does not 
 dilute its mission and services by being
 involved with other forms of property 
 management,
•  HMS contract notice periods are minimal.  
 HMS expects to be judged on its merit and  
 has no need for long lock in contract notice  
 periods.

Services include 
•  Cloud Based Management and  
 Accounting System – Directors and  
 Residents can log into the system allowing 
 self-servicing of relevant information and 
 documentation.
•  Annual Budgeting.
•  Service Charge Invoicing and  Collection.
•	 Company Secretarial Service.

HMS has been providing managing 
agent services to residential apartment 
management companies formed on behalf 
of the leaseholders of those apartments 
since 2006. 

The HMS ‘Motto’ is ‘Service and Protection’. 
‘Service’ because we serve the needs of 
our client companies, directors and all the 
leaseholders. ‘Protection’ because we strive 
to ensure that the interests of our client 
companies, directors and all leaseholders are 
protected at all times from un-necessary risk, 
however it may arise.

Standing Out From The crowd
•  HMS is independent so there are  
 no conflicts of interest, 
•  HMS never receives commission   
 or any other forms of payment from 
 suppliers. To do so would  compromise  
 its independence. Its services are  
 paid for solely by the fees it  
 charges you. 
• HMS fees are competitive and   
 transparent. There are no  
 hidden costs. 

No taking of commissions, incentives or kickbacks

contact us on 023 8066 8685  
email info@hmsl.net or visit www.hmsl.net  

HMS is a member of  The Property Ombudsman.

A personal view and ‘The Mothers of Invention.’

The whole argument, for debate, 
is not allowed, about what 
constitutes a woman invariably 
put forward by men bemuses 
me. I started to reflect, and from 
out of nowhere, I was reminded 
of The Mothers of Invention, 
the 60’s rock band that gave a 
platform to Frank Zappa.  They 
would probably be locked up 
these days just for their name 
alone. However, their chosen 
name brings me to the main 
thrust of my theme: femininity 
and the feminine gender. 

I chiefly blame the Guardian for 
leading the charge to denigrate 
femininity and the feminine 
gender consistently. There is no 
better example of the Guardians’ 
works to promote this new 
rationale than the concept of 
actresses having to become 
actors, conductresses having 
to become conductors and 
comediennes having to become 
comedians. 

For women to be equal to their 
male counterparts, they have to 
take on masculine identity. So 
why should an actress be required 
to refer to herself (whoops) as an 
actor to be seen as an equal to 
a man?  Why not the other way 
around?  Let the men become 
actresses and conductresses.   
If the former is logical, why not 
the latter?

Grafting masculine identities onto 
female roles is nearly complete 
in the woke world, except we 

I try my best to avoid the BBC News, the Echo and the national newspapers but even doing that, their crafty 
campaigns to undermine our confidence and well being still manage to permeate through my defences. Try as I 
may, I cannot avoid the biased onslaughts of the media to persuade me to abandon so many values I respect. 

know that they have now gone 
a few steps further. The Scottish 
Government is continuing the 
campaign by deleting the term 
Mother from all government 
documentation. So their collective 
work is nearly complete.  

For the language of literature and 
conversation to insist that females 
have to assume a male gender 
form to be equal to males is an 
insult to women, feminity and 
motherhood.

I was lucky enough growing up in 
the ‘50s, and 60’s to have had a 
mother who ran a business and 
witnessed how strong  
she had to be  

to succeed. Femininity, 
female and mother equate to 
bravery, strength, resolve and 
perseverance.  Never mind the 
additional talents of being natural 
managers, problem solvers, 
nurturers and educators. 

What utter nonsense it is to 
tell women, not even to ask 
them, that they must drop their 
feminine titles to aspire to be the 
equal of men. The men are best 
left digging holes in the road and 
letting the women get on with the 
important stuff. 

Roger Allen
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Jack Jeffries
The Association was sad to  
hear that Jack Jeffries died 
peacefully on,08 September 
2021. Jack formed the 
Birchmere Group of Companies 
in 1975 which offered a wealth 
of experience in meeting 
Tenant’s property needs from 
start-up businesses to multi-
national companies.  

Jack was the Association’s 
Planning Officer from May 1998 
to May 2003. 

Jack was a regular attendee 
at the Association’s monthly 
meetings and provided 
regular updates on Planning 
Applications causing concern to 
the Association.

 

The Branksome Park 
Association Ltd was acquired 
by its current owners in 1981 
but, prior to its acquisition, Jack 
was offered the opportunity to 
acquire this company. Jack took 
advice and was advised not to 
go ahead, on the grounds that 
the covenants were likely to 
be challenged, but, 40 years 
later, the Covenants remain in 
force, despite a challenge by 
McCarthy & Stone in relation 
to 14/14A The Avenue in 2004 
which was unopposed.

Jack will be greatly missed  
by all.

John Sprackling
BPCCRA President

Jack Jeffries

A personal recollection of meeting Lord Ventry

The Summer edition of Pines 
and Chines contained an 
interesting piece about Lindsay 
road.

It mentioned Lord Ventry who 
lived in Lindsay Hall.

Many years ago I was organist 
and choirmaster at the 
neighbouring St. Aldhelm’s 
church.

Lord Ventry also played the 
organ at a Roman Catholic 
church somewhere in the area.

He decided to organise a fete 
in his grounds to raise money 
for the music of local churches 
and involved me and John 

Belcher, who was the organist 
of St. Peter’s church in the 
centre of Bournemouth.

I recall being invited to his 
house with John to discuss 
the fete. When we arrived, 
we were given a glass of a 
dreadfully sweet sherry. It was 
like stepping back a hundred 
years. 

I doubt the house had been 
changed in any way since it 
was built. He lived on his own 
with a couple of housekeepers.

He was a very colourful 
character.

Paul Fearnley

It’s been a mixed summer, 
ups and downs in the weather 
proving inconvenient for both 
people and wildlife. The unsettled 
start meant that the Sandwich 
terns on Brownsea lagoon arrived 
late and produced fewer offspring 
than previous years. The common 
terns and black-headed gulls, 
undeterred, did well and the 
terns have now started to leave 
our shores for the warmer climes 
of Africa, whilst the gulls are still 
to be seen all over the harbour.

As the breeding season comes 
to an end, and many species 
start to migrate to their winter 
grounds, you might be forgiven 
for thinking there’s not a lot of 
wildlife out there to see. But on 
the Dorset Wildlife Trust reserve 
on Brownsea Island, autumn and 
winter are a busy time of year.

Autumn on Brownsea Island
From now on, flocks of different 
species start to arrive on the 
Brownsea lagoon. The lagoon, 80 
acres of brackish water, is non-
tidal and is therefore a secure 
place for a wide variety of species 
during the winter. It is a nationally 
important breeding and roosting 
site, set in the surroundings of 
busy Poole Harbour.

From September onward 
numbers of avocet, black-tailed 
godwit and dunlin soar, and teal, 
gadwall, shoveler and other ducks 

in their hundreds can be found. 
The ever-popular spoonbills, with 
their spatula-shaped bills, can be 
seen most days. During stormy or 
windy weather, passage migrants 
often take refuge on the lagoon 
before continuing their journey 
north or south.

Elsewhere on the island the 
squirrels are preparing for the 
winter ahead, feeding and caching 
busily, and becoming easier to see 
as they tend to be less bothered 
about people as they go about 
their business. Britain’s native 
squirrel is out-competed by grey 
squirrels in most mainland areas 
but this species finds a safe haven 
on Brownsea with a population of 
around 200 animals.

On the heathland areas, common 
lizards and the nocturnal nightjar 
have both had a successful 
summer breeding. The former is 
now turning to hibernation mode, 
whilst the latter has headed off 
for the warmer shores of Africa.

The island closes at the end 
of October, but for the human 
inhabitants this is the busiest 
time of year, with practical 
conservation and habitat 
management taking priority. 
The Dorset Wildlife Trust team 
are currently working on the 
Wild Brownsea project, a three-
year programme of works and 
investment designed to improve 
access, wildlife observation and 
learning facilities on the Dorset 
Wildlife Trust reserve; and to 
provide a programme of activities 
including outreach, schools’ visits, 
workshops and courses to enable 
people of all backgrounds and 
abilities to learn about, enjoy and 
play an active role in managing 
this unique place.

For more information visit 
dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk and 
search ‘Brownsea’

Nicki Tutton,  
Wild Brownsea Project Officer, 
Dorset Wildlife Trust
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I wrote in Pines and Chines some 
time ago about the types of 
situations where families fall into 
dispute over Wills, including 
where it is alleged that someone 
did not have testamentary 
(mental) capacity. I thought it 
might be of interest to explore 
briefly one particular aspect in 
a little more detail, namely the 
extent to which capacity can be 
problematic following the death 
of a loved one.

The traditional test of 
testamentary capacity involves 
establishing that someone 
has a “sound disposing mind”, 
which is a legal term meaning 
that someone should have an 
understanding of the act  they 
are undertaking, their property 
and those who they ought to 
reasonably consider.  There has 
been a long line of case law which 
has stood the test of time. 

One of the difficult issues 
encountered can be the presence 
of delusions and similar disorders, 
which may cast doubt on 

whether someone in fact has 
a sound disposing mind, but 
these will generally be present 
with someone who is suffering 
from mental decline. The more 
unusual and fairly undeveloped 
area involves the sudden onset 
of incapacity shortly after the 
death of a loved one.  There are 
no limits on when a Will can be 
made as such, but sometimes 
a person is not in the right 
frame of mind to be making 
major decisions at this time, as 
often they will be grieving and 
occasionally that might amount 
to a form of depression.  That by 
itself does not deprive someone 
of mental capacity, but it is always 
a risk and should be approached 
with caution. 

In the landmark case of Key v Key 
[2010] a Norfolk farmer named 
George Key was widowed at the 
age of 88, having been married 
for 65 years.  A week later he 
changed his Will to substantially 
favour his two daughters, rather 
than his two sons as per his 
pre-existing Will.  George died 

within a couple of years and 
his sons challenged his Will on 
the grounds that their father, 
suffering from a bereavement, 
had fallen into depression to 
such an extent that he had lost 
his cognitive functions and was 
suffering from a form of pseudo 
dementia.  The case went to 
trial with expert psychiatrists on 
both sides.  The sons succeeded 
with the court finding that it was 
an exceptional case where the 
testator was unable to exercise 
his proper decision making 
powers.

These cases are rare and 
surprisingly the law is still not 
very well developed. Psychiatrists 
and other medical experts 
do not always agree on the 
diagnosis of such conditions 
and their effect on decision 
making. As ever it pays to take 
legal advice at the appropriate 
stage, because nothing can be 
taken for granted.  Solicitors 
making Wills for clients in these 
circumstances will be alert to 
difficulties and may recommend 
medical advice where 
appropriate, but sometimes it is 
not always obvious and whatever 
precautions are taken, there can 
then be potential challenges 
further down the line. 

Changing Issues relating to  
Mental capacity with Wills
Andrew Carswell is a partner specialising in Civil Litigation at 
Trethowans. He explains some of the more unusual aspects of 
testamentary capacity in the making of Wills.  
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“There are no limits on when a Will can be made as 
such, but sometimes a person is not in the right frame 
of mind to be making major decisions at this time, as 
often they will be grieving and occasionally that might 
amount to a form of depression.  That by itself does not 
deprive someone of mental capacity, but it is always a 
risk and should be approached with caution”.

Awarded “5 stars” on the Poole Buy with 
Confidence Trading Standards scheme for 
workmanship, customer service and price.

WE OFFER 10% OFF ALL WORK COMPLETED FOR “PINES & CHINES” READERS

OFFICE: 01202 980062   24HR: 07887 888459   WWW.GASTECLTD.COM

Need a Trusted Handyman?

It is important to only allow trusted & reliable persons into your home.

I am Enhanced DBS checked and fully insured. I also provide a free no obligation

survey followed up by a written estimate, so there are no hidden surprises.

kchomemaintenance.weebly.com
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A Private Residence
For Gracious Retirement

At Long Close we specialise in encouraging our
residents to remain as active as possible retaining their 
dignity & independence in a democratic society, with 

complete care & back up assistance.

All enquiries welcomed with open invitiation to view.
The Proprietor and Manager are always available to 

discuss your needs.

01202 765090
23 Forest Road, Branksome Park, Poole, Dorset BH13 6DQ

Email: enquiries@longclosecare.co.uk

Long Close
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Westbourne DIY 
& Hardware

Established 1976

Your local store situated in the wonderful Westbourne Arcade

We have an incredible stock and extensive knowledge of all things DIY and hardware. 
Open every day 8am through to 4pm except Wednesdays and Sundays

15 Westbourne Arcade. BH4 9AY. 01202 764295
Facebook: Westbourne DIY and Hardware

ELECTRICIAN
www.tmvelectrical.co.uk

Do you find it difficult to get someone to come and do a small job?

Expert in small electrical jobs & fast fault finding Power, Lighting, Fuseboards • Phone & TV points

Also larger jobs & complex high Extra sockets, lights & switches

specification installations Electrical Inspection & Testing

6 year guarantee on all labour LED Lighting • Lighting Design

Fully qualified • Fully insured • CRB checked Audio Visual Installations • Data points

Small friendly family business Dorset Trading Standards Approved

30 years experience Totally reliable & reasonably priced

Call Terry Vaine on:   07973 661043  or  01202 834303
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We know that tackling life’s most complex problems 
takes more than just legal expertise. It is about listening, 
understanding and communicating. 

www.trethowans.com
Bournemouth Poole SouthamptonSalisbury Winchester

0800 2800 421

Clear.
Approachable.
And as individual 
as you are.
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Branksome Towers
Brudenell Ave
Brudenell Road
Buccleuch Road
Burton Road
Bury Road
Canford Cliffs Ave
Canford Cliffs Road (Even Nos)
Canford Cliffs Road (Odd Nos. 3-67)
Canford Cliffs Road (Odd Nos. 69-99)
Canford Cres
Cassel Ave
Chaddesley Glen
Chaddesley Wood Road
Chaucer Road
Chester Rd
Chesterfield Close
Cliff Drive
Clifton Road
Compton Avenue
Compton Drive
Compton Gardens
Dalkeith Road
De Mauley Road
Dover Road/Close
Eaton Road

Roads covered by the Association

Councillors
Canford Cliffs Ward (which includes Branksome Park).
May Haines    c/o Civic Centre, Poole BH15 2RU
     Email: may.haines@bcpcouncil.gov.uk
Mohan Iyengar    c/o Civic Centre, Poole BH15 2RU
     Tel: 07887 684 174 Email: mohan.iyengar@bcpcouncil.gov.uk
Penn Hill Ward.
Councillor Bryan Dion    c/o Civic Centre, Poole BH15 2RU   
     Email:  Bryan.Dion@bcpcouncil.gov.uk  
Councillor Tony O’Neill   c/o Civic Centre, Poole BH15 2RU  
     Tel.07774 698 327 Email: Tony.O’neill@bcpcouncil.gov.uk  
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
Sir Robert Syms    Local surgery contact 38 Sandbanks Road, Poole
     Tel: 01202 718078 Email: symsr@parliament.uk
     House of Commons, London, SW1 0AA

Police and Crime Commissioner for Dorset
David Sidwick    www.dorset.pcc.police.uk

Elgin Road
Elmstead Road
Ettrick Road
Flaghead Road
Forest Road
Frankland Cres
Haig Avenue
Haven Road
Lakeside Road
Lawrence Drive
Leicester Rd
Lindsay Road 
Links Road
Links View Avenue
lmbrecourt
Macandrew Road
Martello Park
Martello Road
Martello Road South
Maxwell Road
Moorfields Road
Mornish Road
Motcombe Road
Nairn Road
Newton Road
Oratory Gardens

Ormonde Road
Overlinks Drive
Pine Drive
Pinewood Road
Ravine Road
Sandbourne Road
Spencer Road
Spur Hill Ave
St Aldhelms Close
St Aldhelms Road
St Clair Road
The Avenue
Tower Road
Tower Road West
Ventry Close
Western Avenue
Western Road  
(Alumhurst Road end to No. 27)
Western Road  
(Canford Cliffs end to No. 23)
Westminster Road
Westminster Road East
Widdicombe Ave
Wilderton Road
Wilderton Road West
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